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Reflection on the Film “Just Mercy”
I recently watched the film "Just Mercy" which is a powerful thought-provoking story talking about lawyer Bryan Stevenson and Walter McMillian who are falsely accused of murder and are on death row with other inmates. Bryan, a graduate lawyer from Harvard University goes to Alabama to help the wrongly condemned inmates seek fair justice. He finds one challenging case about Walter McMillian who is falsely accused of the murder of Ronda Morrison. Throughout his efforts, while seeking justice, he encounters racial discrimination, political and legal manoeuvrings too. He swore to tirelessly stick to the course and eventually restores justice to McMillian justice. (Just mercy 2019) . The main message here is about resistance and advocacy. Through the consistent resistance towards legal systematic marginalization and abuse of the minority groups, Bryan eventually shows us that being steadfast to resist marginalization and oppression changes situations. This message is conveyed to sensitize the public on the importance of seeking justice without fear of any form of intimidation throughout the process.
How the convicts are handled by the justice system depicts massive marginalization and bias. The conviction without convincing and solid evidence, corrupting of evidence, mistreatment of an individual with colour and pre-existing mental conditions, the rigidity of the presenting legal system among others is bias on the criminals. According to (Fattal, 2020) of Florida International University, systematic racism is rampant among various societal components, and the justice system is not exempted. Throughout the film, there is massive bias on how the court handles cases, especially for African Americans through corrupting of evidence and open display of hate and discrimination towards them because of their color. Stereotypes and bias in media give the criminally marginalized the strength and confidence to approach their cases without the inferiority complex that may arise within them due to their colour of skin or any other condition. It also sensitizes the people of colour and the mentally challenged that Justice fair and essential for everyone regardless of their status quo.
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